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Sexting, Sextortion, and Child Pornography:

How Do We Help Our Children?
By Bryan Wright

Think of your most embarrassing moment. Remember how you
feh, the owkwardness and humiliation? Imagine how you would
feel if naked photos of yourself were shared on the internet
or with all your friends and coworkers. What if these images

were of a child that you lowa?

You may not think that this could ever happen to someone that
you know and love, but sexfing and sextortion are growing
problems ameng young people. Statistics and percentages
continue to climb, with recent studies showing that one in
four sudents reported “sending, receiving, or sharing nude
phatos or sexual images in the past 30 days” (McCoy, 2020).
Another study shows that 48% of reens say they have recsived
sexually suggestive messages (GuardChild, n.d.). When two
consenting adults share sexvally explicit material it is not
a crime; however, when a child under the age of 18 sends
sexually explicit content or nude photos 1o another child, they
are guilty of distributing child pomography to a minor, which
is a Class F felony. The person who receives the content or
phc-lns. is guilr}r of possession of child pornogra pl'r'_.', which is
a Class | felony (Wisconsin Coalifion Against Sexuval Assauls,
2020). Once charged with possession of child pemography,

a person is added to the sex offender regisiry, leaving them
labeled as a sex offender for life.

A child baing clmrgad with a Falnn].r far sexting is rare, yat it
does happen. Youth whe have engaged in sexting are often
processed through the juvenile justice system, given o misde-
meanor ficket, ordered 1o do community service, and/or an
array of other punitive sanctions may be applied. However,
these approaches that have been used in the recent past 1o
reduce teen sexting have not worked [Paichin, 2020).

Furthermare, once a child has shared sexual photos with others,

those individuals can use the threat of expasing the images o
manipulate vulnerable teens. Consequently, teen sexfing cases
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may further tax social agencises |:n_.' faci |iI-::rinE|
teen sextortion cases. Indeed, according to
the Mational Center for Missing and Exploited
Children (n.d.), “More than 12.7 million reports
of suspected child sexval exploitation were

made to the CyberTipline between 1998 and
June 2016. More than 8.2 million in 2014 alene.”

What is a healthy solution and how does the criminal justice
system, or any other organization, approach these issves? |
showed up 1o a social media task force cut of Winnebaga, W
attended by leaders from various county disciplines including
law enforcement, the district attorney's office, school officials,
and human services. That group “identified saxfing as mmmhi\g
that was problematic,”" said Eric Sparr, Deputy District Atomey
of Winnebago County (Woods, 2021). With sexting being
as problematic as it is, with no real solutions or best practices
to handle it, everyone agreed there needs 1o be a program

to address this issve.

Dynamic Family Soluticns was founded to help offer healthier
alternatives to better address and create new resolve forissues
such as this. As a company we are dedicated to developing
second-chance educational diversion programs that help
tamilies and youth struggling with life-altering issues. As I've
been developing programs for more than 13 years, | stepped
up to the challenge and said I'll create a program. What came
ofitis now the Social Media and Sexting Diversion Program.

The program is designed to explore why feens engage in risky
behaviors, such as sexting, and teach replacement behaviors
and thought processes that build self-esteem and confidence.
Instead of sending adolescents through the criminal process,
rha'f are now referred diraclh' to the program where in lieu of
receiving a ficket they are offered a second-chance educational
alternative. We receive 85% of referrals from School Resources
Officers who work directly with students in the school, 13%
from Health and Human Service Departments, and 2% from

teens who are facing criminal charges.

In arder to assess the effectivenass of the program, | parmered
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with professors in the Criminal Justice Department at the
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh. A standardized pre- and
post-test evaluation was developed 1o gauge sach student’s
progress in the program and assess program effectiveness.
What they've found is that seens reported a higher understand-
ing in certain areas, such as perpetrator mentality, the idea of
hypersexualization in today’s culture and its influence on them,
and how itcan lead 1o higher levels of sexual abuse and assault.
They also saw significant gains in teens’ self-esteem [Back et.
al, 2021). Upon sesing these results, Assistant Criminal Justice
Professor Matt Richie commentad, “My thought was that any
program that will make kids feel better about themselves is
waorth ifs weight in gold.”

Due o a growing demand for the program, Dynamic Family
Soluticns now offers tull certification training to become a
program facilitator, allowing organizations to provide the
program in their own area. Dynamic Family Solutions’ Social
Media and Sexting Diversion program now has more than 150
trained facilitators running the pregram in 22 counfies within
Wisconsin, 3 other states, and internationally in Barcelona,
Spain. Many states are facing the challenges of how 1o best
address these issues among teday's youth. Every state deals
with child pornography and sexfing by minors differently [see
hitps://cyberbullying.org/sexting-laws for the penalties in

each state). To be effective in helping resolve the issues of
sexting, there needs to be a consistent approach based on

bast pracfices fo addrass this P roblam.

If you would like to learn more about Dynamic Family Soluticns,
you can visit dynamickamilysoluticns net. B
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